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WHY WILSON? A PERSPECTIVE.

It was 100 years ago that Lee Wilson,
a strong proponent of education, donated the land and paid for much of the
construction of the Wilson Elementary
and High School Building. Lee Wilson
served on the board of Hendrix College and what was then A & M College
in Jonesboro. Wilson High School
was one of the first integrated high
schools in Arkansas and was a symbol
of the Wilson family’s commitment to
high-quality education for everyone.
Although most of the original school
buildings are gone, the beautiful gymnasium and football field - the 'Cotton
Patch' - still remain. The gym is being
restored and will serve as a fitness
center and sporting venue for the next
generations of Wilsonians.

Wilson is a hard place to describe.
An enigma at times, in a world striving for authenticity Wilson delivers
its own version of reality through
time, place and its most important
component, people. For new arrivals
in this fantastic, mysterious and occasionally elusive place, it can take

“Wilson is history and
hope. It is a place of
innovation and tradition,
a place of diversity and
hidden delights.”

some time to let the town and the
Delta itself be absorbed through the
pores into the psyche. It’s not always
easy to find the beat and understand
the rhythms of this place. Yet there
is an underlying feeling of permanence, a comfort that no matter
what you’ll be cared for and looked
after with good intentions.

ambitions is often said to express
our home in as few words possible.
It fits: Wilson may look small, but its
people hold inside them a tremendous potential. It is the size of that
heart, ambition and curiosity in the
folks who live, work and visit here
that will make Wilson great.

Wilson is history and hope. It is a
place of innovation and tradition,
a place of diversity and hidden
delights. When we describe this tiny
town in Northeast Arkansas, it is not
enough to chronicle the past glories
of conquering nature and building
an empire, and it is too easy to indict
any economic or societal failures.
There is a richer story beyond the
history lesson. Small town, big
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But what about right now, today?
People, the lifeblood of any community, are the present and the future
of Wilson. This place is fortunate to
have committed folks who believe
in a future and itch for the day when
our town regains its footing as ‘the
place’ in the Mid-South. Like proud
new parents watching their toddler
crawl, walk, then eventually run,
Wilsonians are an optimistic and
patient bunch, perhaps a trait forged

by years of farming. Bad weather,
heat, mosquitos, floods… yet still life
goes on, and next year is always a
chance for renewal and improvement.
A better crop, less strife, more prosperity, better health. Wilson is definitely
walking again, and running cannot be
far behind.
So what does the future hold for
Wilson and its townsfolk? Well, short
of a crystal ball, the future does indeed
look bright. There is a lot of “invisible
progress” percolating through town
and soon it’ll be the visible kind.
A hotel, some housing starts, more
activities, events, & collaborations and
the new memories they will create are
all in store for the small town with big
ambitions. New faces mixed in with
familiar ones; a vibrant township.
A place for cynics and gossips, a place
for optimists and pundits. People helping people survive and thrive, hands
clasped together in a world that seems
to lose its grip at times. Wilson will
be resilient, persistent and prolific.
Stay tuned folks, more to come…

In the Garden With Jill Forrester
Wilson Happenings
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Interested in hosting an event?
The Grange offers
a unique space for
weddings and gatherings
complimented by
beautiful gardens and
a spacious covered
patio. Learn more at
wilsongrange.com or
call 870.576.3079.

LUNCH
MON-FRI
11A-2P
DINNER
M O N -SAT
5P-9P

Prior to the first day of school back in
August, the Delta School faculty and
I completed a week-long training program to prepare for the arrival of our
students back on campus in this new
era of Covid-19. The program provided
all of us with the tools to handle certain
situations that may arise during the
school year and gave us the opportunity
to practice appropriate protocols to
keep ourselves and our community
safe. For me, working through the scenarios in this new normal I was struck
by all the little things that are essential
in navigating these unusual times.
Over the course of the week we all became aware of the intricate details that
are part of basic risk management, and
in doing so we were reminded of how
important attention to detail really is
when confronted with a serious health
and safety emergency.

L ATE N I G HT
HAPPY HOUR
9P-10P
BRUNCH
SAT-S U N
9A-2 P
P: 870.655.0222
E ATAT W I L SO N .CO M

12.05.20
Christmas in Europe
Progressive Dinner

12.31.20
New Year's Eve
Culinary Extravaganza

As I reflected on the program in the
following days, I thought about the
little things that make up our daily life
here at The Delta School, how important they are to our sense of community
well-being. Take the two Elementary
C girls, who earlier this week in the
Wonderspace ran over from their seats
on the grass to comfort a girl from the
primary class who fell while roller
skating. In the blink of an eye these
two girls saw a younger child in pain
and instinctively jumped up to help.
Quickly thereafter they escorted her

to the building, helped her get a bandaid & some ice, and in a matter of minutes turned her tears into a smile.

“I couldn't help think
about the little things
that make up our
daily life here at The
Delta School and how
important they are to
our sense of community
and well-being”
Then there was the Intermediate
parent who called earlier this week.
They’d heard another family would
have difficulty getting to pick-up on
time for their Elementary A child,
so they called the office and volunteered to drive the child home. Nobody
asked this parent to do this; they just
did it, knowing it would be helpful.
This little thing made a big difference
to the other family and their child
and once again indicated to me the
strength of our school community.
Finally, there was the teacher who
knew one of her students was struggling to adjust to the new school year.
The start of the year can be difficult
for anyone, and this particular teacher took special care throughout that
week to check in, often casually and
informally, with the student and the

parents to see how things were going.
As the week progressed, I saw the
student become happier and more engaged simply by virtue of the fact that
he was being supported and noticed
by the teacher. Earlier this morning he
jumped out of his car with a smile on
his face and a spring in his step for the
first time all year.

These kinds of little moments happen
here at The Delta School all the time,
and many of them go unnoticed.
And yet it is the attention to the little
things, like the intricate details of our
Covid preparedness program, that can
make the biggest difference for our students and families. These little things
that are so often just a part of what we
do can go a long way towards
strengthening our Delta
School community.

Andy Jones-Wilkins is the
current Head of School at
the Delta School where he
arrived in 2019 after stints in
several other prominent independent schools across the
country. A progressive educator to the core, Andy guides
the Delta School students and
faculty to provide a unique
educational experience in
this extraordinary place.
The school welcomes visitors
at any time and the students
love to show people around
their beautiful campus.
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Ally Ephlin is from Osceola, Arkansas. She is sixteen, and this is her sixth year at The Delta School.

Through a Window
By Ally Ephlin
It’s hard to believe that at the beginning of this year life as we knew it
was normal. We were able to talk to
each other without covering our faces and we were able to touch things
without worrying about getting
sick. We were able to embrace and
love each other however and whenever we wanted. No one gave a care
in the world. Boy did that all change.
I remember the day like it was just
a week ago. My last normal day of
2020. It was March 13th, and I was
on my way to a basketball game with
my family. The word had been going
around that schools in the area had
chosen to shut down because of the
virus. Since I missed school to go to
the game, this worried me. I didn’t
know at that moment that I had
missed my last day of school for a
while. I missed seeing my friends for
the last time in a while. Of course,
to any teenager, the idea of school
being shut down was the best news
ever. We only thought it would be
shut down for a week, then we would

go back. So when I got the news that
my school would be shut down until
further notice, I wasn’t that upset
about it. We would all go back in a
week, right? Wrong.
We soon entered the world of virtual
learning. I had no clue what it was
or how my school was going to tackle
it. It was all brand new to everyone.
That following Sunday we were sent
our new daily schedule for school.
Seemed pretty easy, video calls
with my teachers and assignments
that we all had to do on our time.
At first glance, it didn’t seem bad at
all. And I could stay in my pajamas
to do schoolwork. I thought I hit the
jackpot. But soon that week turned
into more weeks, then months. The
hope that I would be able to see my
friends again before summer slowly
drifted away. As much as I loved
doing school work in my pajamas,
I still couldn’t shake off the feeling
that I missed seeing everyone. It’s
like we were all lost, and couldn’t
find each other. We knew where
each other were, but we couldn’t
get to each other. I missed hearing my friends laugh and seeing
their smiles. I missed feeling their
embrace whenever we would hug

or high five each other. I missed
seeing the motivation in their eyes
whenever we would work on a project together. Even the little things,
like the cold breeze and the smell
of grass outside. Everything now
felt so lost and cold. I was tired of
looking out my window. It was like
a teaser to something we used to
have. Something we lost. The world
moving on without us in it.

“When everything
is gone it's the little
things that we miss
the most”
But I continued on and things got
a little better. Slowly we were able
to be in public again. Even though
this virus is nowhere close to ending, I am happy with the progress.
The moral of this story is never take
anything for granted. You don't
know how special something is
until it’s gone. As for me, this whole
pandemic has made me appreciate
the little things. When everything
is gone it’s the little things that we
miss the most.

12 .05. 20
PICTURES
WITH S A NTA
H O L I D AY
TR E AT S
AND MORE!

Get tickets and learn
more about our upcoming
events by visiting:

WILSONARKANSAS.COM/EVENTS
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UPCOMING EVENTS | november 2020 – january 2021
11.20.20

12.05.20

12.14.20

Wine Experience: Art of
Pairing Wine and FooD

Christmas in Europe
Progressive Wine DinneR

meal and mingle

Meal and mingle

The Grange | 5pm-7pm

The Grange | 5pm-7pm

The Grange | 4pm-6pm

Location TBD | 6pm-9pm

11.21.20

12.07.20

12.16.20

01.13.21

Shop the Square /
Erin Enderlin Concert

Meal and mingle

Wilson Town Square,
Wilson Café, The Grange
12pm-5pm

11.23.20

12.09.20
FARMERS MARKET

12.10.20

11.26.20

Christmas Parade
Town Square | 8am-10pm

turkey trot 5k fun run

thanksgiving to-go

FARMERS MARKET

The Grange | 11am-4pm

The Grange | 11am-4pm

12.17.20

01.14.21

Fitness Class with Gee Tramm

Fitness Class with Gee Tramm

The Grange | 6pm-7pm

The Grange | 6pm-7pm

12.18.20

01.15.21

Wine Tasting Experience:
Mulled Wines and
Christmas Cookies

Wilson Wine Experience:
Wines of Spain

The Grange | 11am-4pm

meal and mingle

11.26.20

FARMERS MARKET

The Grange | 5pm-7pm

The Grange | 5pm-7pm

The Grange | 8am-10am

meal and mingle
The Grange | 5pm-7pm

12.10.20

FARMERS MARKET
The Grange | 11am-4pm

12.03.20
Fitness Class with Gee Tramm
The Grange | 6pm-7pm

12.04.20
Wine Experience: champagne
and sparkling wines
Wilson Café & Tavern | 4pm-5pm

12.05.20
BREAKFAST WITH SANTA
Historic Theater & Wilson Café
8am-12pm

01.20.21

Wilson Community
Holiday Party

12.19.20

FARMERS MARKET

Mixology Class

The Grange | 11am-4pm

Wilson Theater | 7pm-9pm

Wilson Café & Tavern | 4pm-5pm

12.11.20
Wine Tasting Experience:
Blind tasting
The Grange | 4pm-5pm

01.21.21
12.31.20
New Year’s EVE
Culinary Extravaganza
Wilson Theater | 7pm-10pm

12.02.20

Wilson Café & Tavern | 4pm-5pm

The Grange | 4pm-5pm

Wilson Café | 10am-2pm

11.30.20

01.11.21

12.12.20
CHRISTMAS ON THE Square
Wilson Town Square, Wilson Café,
The Grange | 12pm-5pm

01.01.21

Fitness Class with Gee Tramm
The Grange | 6pm-7pm

01.22.21
Wilson Wine Experience:
Wines of Germany
The Grange | 6pm-7pm

New Year’s Day Brunch
Wilson Café | 9am-2pm

01.27.21
FARMERS MARKET

12.12.20

01.04.21

Maggie Rose
Christmas Concert

The Grange | 5pm-7pm

01.28.21

01.06.21

Fitness Class with Gee Tramm

Meal and mingle

Wilson Theater | 5:30pm

12.13.20

The Grange | 11am-4pm

The Grange | 6pm-7pm

FARMERS MARKET

Holiday Wreath
Making Workshop

The Grange | 11am-4pm

01.29.21

The Grange | 2pm-4pm

01.07.21

Wilson Wine Experience:
Super Tuscans

Fitness Class with Gee Tramm
The Grange | 6pm-7pm

Wilson Café & Tavern | 4pm-5pm
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In the Garden with Jill Forrester of Whitton Farms

Howdy Friends!
Autumn is here, and we're busy prepping beds at
Wilson Gardens and Whitton Farms for cold-hardy
vegetables, casting seed for spring blooms, and planting perennial herbs, flowers, shrubs, and trees to
overwinter. Our favorite vegetables to grow for winter production are arugula, beets, cabbage, carrots,
lettuce, mustard greens, turnips, Swiss chard, kale,
fennel, kohlrabi, and bunching onions.
We also till our garden plots in the fall. Tilling
prevents the growth of weeds and also deters insects
and pests from overwintering the soil. We like our
soil to be fluffy and light, and we’ll add the necessary
amendments needed to enrich the soil. We love to use

decomposed leaf matter and worm castings to get
the necessary texture we desire for bountiful crops.
Another trick we use to inhibit weed growth but
preserve the soil matter is to lay a tarp or landscape
fabric over the garden plot.
When it comes to fun flowers and herbs to overwinter, the selections are plentiful. Tulip and daffodil
bulbs are wonderful to plant between October and
December for spring blooms. I order my bulbs from a
company called Colorblends. You can easily request a
free catalog from their website or shop online.
Each fall, I love to expand my perennial flower beds
with Rudbeckias. Commonly referred to as "BlackEyed Susan," the variety of Rudbeckias available
through seed companies today is wonderful! One of
my favorites is Rudbeckia triloba.
Another is Cherokee Sunset, and
the bright and cheerful Indian
Summer is a must for perennial
cutting gardens. All of these varieties are drought tolerant, love the
sun, but can stand some shade, and
bloom year after year! I order my
seeds from Johnny's Select Seeds.
You can germinate your seeds
now, allow them to grow their first
set of true leaves, then transplant
this fall for beautiful spring and
summer blooms.
Now is the time to plant shrubs
and trees if you're looking to add
some landscaping focal points to

your yard and garden. One resource I continue to
rely on year after year is the Arbor Day Foundation.
Their website is chock full of information related to
all kinds of trees just right for you and your growing
zone. If you're looking for indigenous shade shrubs
and trees, contact Gardens Oy Vey in Arlington,
Tennessee. Wolfie and Diane have curated a beautiful 5-acre shade nursery that's been in operation
for over 30 years. They can help you find the perfect
addition to your yard if you have quite a bit of shade.
If you need some professional guidance on landscaping your yard for a small or large project, I recommend Red Barn Gardens in Blytheville, Arkansas.
They offer a wonderful selection of shrubs and trees
and their customer service is top-notch.
I hope you find this information helpful. I'm always
happy to answer any gardening questions you might
have! Email me at jill@wilsongrange.com.
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WILSON HAPPENINGS
There are a few new additions to Wilson and some
exciting activities to add to your "to-do" list.
In August, Wilson welcomed Spa in the Delta to our
family. Spa in the Delta is located at the Grange at
Wilson Gardens. Here is a quick Q&A with Karla
Bright, owner:

How did you get into this business?
I have often been asked how I acquired enough
interest in Skincare to pursue a career in aesthetics and the answer derives from several
years and events in my life. As a farmer’s wife
and after spending many hours actually working
the farm and the outdoor environment that goes
with it, I realized how difficult it was to maintain
healthy-looking skin. I began to visit a spa and after
seeing and feeling the results, I acquired a desire to
educate myself in that Profession. After earning my
diploma in esthetics from Empire Beauty School in
Franklin, TN, I spent four years living and working
there where I received certifications in different lasers, microneedling and dermaplaning. My passion
for esthetics continued to grow and I have found
the new career to be very gratifying. I strive to give
my clients the best experience and personal attention in a comfortable and relaxing environment.

3 BR

2 BA

2 BR

2 BA
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VISIT AIRBNB.COM
and search for WILSON,
ARKANSAS to book today!

What service do you provide?
Services offered are Facials, Chemical Peels,
Dermaplaning, Microdermabrasion, Brow
shaping, and Tint.
Please feel free to call with any questions
or to book an appointment at (870) 740-1244.
Looking forward to hearing from you.

Ready to get your heart racing? No,
there isn't a new version of the dating
game in town...
Raymond Trammell, Jr. (aka Gee Tramm) is at
the Grange Thursday nights at 6 pm to provide
fitness classes for all ages and abilities.
In September 2014, after serving 18 years,
Trammell retired from the Detroit Police
Department, relocated to the beautiful State of
Arkansas and was hired by the Osceola Police
Department where he worked as a detective.
In February 2017, Trammell was hired by
Big River Steel as Chief of Security where he
led a security force consisting of private and
commissioned security officers. Trammell is
a certified training administrator (TA) for the
state of Arkansas and a certified k-9 handler
serving the Osceola Police Department as a
part-time training Sergeant. Trammell has
taught boot-camp, cardio - kickboxing, selfdefense classes, and seminars to civilians, law
enforcement, and security agencies throughout
Northeastern Arkansas.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Karla Bright, owner of Spa in the Delta

Why Wilson?
Wed-Sat – 10a til 5p
870-655-3040
Dog-Friendly!

I chose to bring my passion and skills back to
Mississippi County and with the help of the City of
Wilson, I have opened “Spa in the Delta” located
upstairs at the Wilson Gardens. I feel good about
this location and feel that Wilson has a strong and
bright future.

Raymond Trammell, Jr. (aka Gee Tramm),
certified training administrator

WILSON, ARKANSAS
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Culinary Corner presented by Chef Roberto
A forum for sharing
recipes, cooking tips
and current events:
Chef Roberto grew up in Michigan where he
first developed his love for culinary arts while
cooking with his grandparents. After moving
to Atlanta, GA, he had the opportunity to attend
The International Culinary School at the Art Institute of Atlanta earning his bachelor’s degree
in Culinary Arts Management. He has gone on
to have a successful career traveling the country
opening restaurants as well as earning multiple
awards and accolades competing in national
cooking competitions. His most recent venture
has brought him to Wilson, AR to work as a
personal chef. Over the years, Chef Roberto has
helped develop cooking programs for The Delta
School, cooking classes and catering operations
at The Grange at Wilson Gardens, and manages
food operations at The Wilson Café and Tavern.
He greatly enjoys sharing his passion and knowledge of food with the local community and
anyone with a curiosity and love for cooking.

chef roberto's pimento cheese
Ingredients
-

1 cup cream cheese (room temperature)
1 cup grated sharp cheddar cheese
2 1/2 cups grated smoked Gouda cheese
1/2 cups chopped green onions
1 cup Duke's mayonnaise
1 tsp kosher salt
1 tsp black pepper
1 tsp garlic powder
5 oz canned and strained pimentos
1 1/2 tsp cayenne pepper

Directions
Place the softened cream cheese into a food
processor and blend until light and fluffy.
Then, add half of the sharp cheddar and smoked
Gouda cheese and blend into the cream cheese
until nicely incorporated.

Next, add the mayonnaise, green onion, salt,
pepper, garlic powder, cayenne, and pimento’s and
blend everything together. Remove the pimento
cheese mixture from the food processor and place
into a bowl. Finish by folding in the remaining
sharp cheddar and smoked Gouda cheese.
Serve as an appetizer with club crackers or toasted
baguette or spread onto a sandwich or burger for
extra flavor.

WILSON WINE EXPERIENCE & MIXOLOGY CLASSES
Wine and something more are flowing
in Wilson, and you can share some
with friends and new acquaintances by
joining one of our weekly wine tasting
events, monthly mixology classes or
monthly Wine-Paired Dinners.
Norbert Mede’s weekly wine tastings
take place throughout Wilson, and they
serve as a journey through different
countries, grape varietals and producers. Check out our event listings for
more details or visit www.visitwilson.
com/events for more information and
to reserve a spot.
Our mixology classes, conducted by
bartender Taylor Oakes, take place at
the Wilson Tavern and feature a wide
array of topics centered around spirits.
From Martinis to Muddling to Whiskeys and Tequilas, check out our event
listings for more details or visit www.
visitwilson.com/events for more information and to reserve tickets.

Monthly Wine-Paired Dinners are
staged at various unique locations in and
around Wilson. From a farm dinner at
the Grange to a ’50s themed dinner in
the old historic theater to a Christmas
progressive dinner around the town
square, there is something for everyone.
The collaboration between Chef Roberto
Barth and Norbert Mede creates memorable culinary experiences. Check out
our event listings for more details or visit
www.wilsonarkansas.com/events for
more information and to reserve tickets.
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