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Gymnasium to
be The Wilson
Athletic Village

• FREE •

THE WILSON WELCOME CENTER NOW OPEN

Many of you have noticed the activity
around the old Wilson Gymnasium for
the past couple of months. As we look
to the future, we want to celebrate what
makes Wilson special and the
Gymnasium is one of those buildings
that, even in its current state,
feels special and gets you excited about
what it can be again one day.
The Wilson development team is
currently working with Advent out of
Nashville to do the interior design of the
Gym to celebrate Wilson High School.
Advent will be using resources provided
by Wilson school alumni to celebrate life
as a Wilson Bulldog. Continued on Pg. 6

The Wilson Welcome Center recently
opened across from the Square in the
newly renovated brick building next
to White’s Mercantile. The Welcome
Center will be a hub where tourists can
receive town information, purchase
Wilson merchandise, grab a snack, or
quench their thirst with juice from the
Lawrence Group’s own citrus farms.
Delicious pastries from the Wilson
Cafe’s very own Shari Haley will also
be available.

Welcome Center Opens
Linda Bridges Retires
VOLUME 4

The small, brick building was
constructed in 1957 and served as the
Wilson Liquor Store for a number of
years. The whiskey sign in White’s
Mercantile is one of the store’s original signs. Most recently, the building
housed the Shear Beauty hair salon,
which has now relocated to 19 US-61.

all that Wilson has to offer. This quaint,
cozy building hopes to become the
cornerstone of Wilson tourism. Visitors will be met with a smiling face that
can answer any questions they have
and point them in the right direction.
Stop by today to grab a t-shirt, a hat or
some fresh-baked goodies and show
your support!

The Welcome Center will be the first
stop for people traveling through town
and will allow them to get a glimpse of

Delta School hosts Fay Jones Design Camp
A Conversation with Maggie Rose
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Delta School Hosts Fay Jones Design Camp
During the week of June 24-28th,
the Delta School hosted the Fay Jones
School of Architecture and Design
Camp. The camp was open to all 3rd12th graders and was put on by the Fay
Jones School students and faculty.
The camp gave 17 Wilsonians the
opportunity to dive into architecture
and design in a fun, educational
setting. Students explored the wonders
of architecture in a myriad of ways.
During hands-on projects, they flexed
their creative muscles while building
their own structures.
Exploring the Delta School’s campus
opened up a new world to the students
as they noticed the functionality of the
buildings that house them during the
school year, sketching out and measuring parts of buildings and structures to
see how everything fits together, and
learning the importance of architecture in their everyday lives.
In Memphis, they met up with the
architecture firm, archimania, and
explored the new Ballet Memphis
building the firm designed. Soon after,
they stopped by the archimania office
to see where some of the most unique
buildings in Memphis were crafted and
designed. This trip served as a great
source of inspiration for the students
and helped build upon the campers’
already spiked interest in design
and architecture.

Students build their own structures at Design Camp 2019 at the Delta School

The group took a field trip to Memphis to visit the new Ballet
Memphis building with its designers, archimania, and also
made a stop by their office.
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Linda Bridges Retires After 33 Years in Wilson

Linda Bridges is entering retirement after serving as
Wilson’s pharmacist for 33 years. Linda was born and
raised in Little Rock, Arkansas and moved to Bryant,
Arkansas when she was in the 9th grade. It was there
that Linda got her first taste of pharmacy life. At the
age of 16, she started working at the town’s pharmacy
and said at times she practically ran the place.
“The pharmacist slept a lot. I didn’t really see him
that much,” Linda says. “He 'negatively motivated' me
because I thought if he could do this then I could do it
as well. I just saw so many opportunities where he
needed to talk to folks and I thought, man, I want
to do this.”
Her 10th-grade chemistry teacher also served as a
source of encouragement for Linda and pushed her to
pursue her dreams of becoming a pharmacist.
Linda attended the University of Arkansas at Little
Rock and graduated from pharmacy school in 1980.
It was in pharmacy school that Linda met her
husband, who sat behind her in general chemistry.
After graduating, she spent 6 years in Blytheville, then
came to Wilson on June 30, 1986, a date that also happened to be her birthday. Linda will be retiring
exactly 33 years after she started in Wilson. In her
eyes, there is no other town like it.
“You get to know everybody. It’s as if everyone is your
family,” Linda says. “You get to be a patient advocate,
you get to help them through healthcare problems,
help them understand the ins-and-outs of insurance.
We enjoy helping them because they're the reason we
are in business. Our job is to help the patient.”
In 1990, Linda and her husband went back to school
to receive their doctorates. Over the next 5 years, the

couple attended school while raising two children and
working full time.
Linda has loved her career in Wilson and feels right
at home as part of the fabric of this Delta town. As a
pharmacist, she feels honored to have such a unique
role in everyone’s lives. She prides herself in her work:
helping Wilson's own with their healthcare and
making sure they are taken care of. Linda was able
to build lifelong relationships in her 33 years as the
town’s pharmacist, all while looking after others.

“Everything is so well kept and neat and the resurgence of activity and festivals is very exciting,” says
Linda. “It looks like everyone’s favorite hometown.”
Linda will miss her co-workers and the many shining
faces she had the privilege of seeing every day for the
past 33 years.

“You get to know everybody. It’s as if everyone
is your family.”
“Talking to someone, giving them a hug, making them
laugh, crying with them-- that makes them feel better.
There’s nothing like that,” says Linda.
Over the years, Linda has seen Wilson change in a
number of different ways, but she says the people of
Wilson never change. Many have come and gone,
but the town’s sense of community has always
remained present.
“You see them when they have grandkids, you see
them when they die, you take them from birth to
death. It’s a very rewarding, family experience.”
One of Linda’s favorite things about Wilson is the
square’s most recent addition of the Hampson Museum. She has enjoyed seeing the facility built from
the ground up and bring in a number of tourists, as
it makes the historical town square an educational
destination for people all around the region.
The revitalization of Wilson has delighted Linda.

“I will miss her knowledge and compassion with our
customers,” says Linda’s co-worker, Brooke McCullar.
“She treats each and every one as if they are family and
goes above and beyond to make sure each need
is met.”
Going into retirement, she’s looking forward to
throwing away her alarm clock, working in the yard
and traveling to see her children. Wilson will miss
Linda dearly.
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UPCOMING
EVENTS
9.28.19

RIVERCREST 2019
FOOTBALL SCHEDULE

WILSON FALL FESTIVAL
Wilson Gymnasium

High School

9.29.19

3 BR

2 BA

VISIT AIRBNB.COM

Have an event you want to share?

and search for WILSON

2 BR

2 BA

Email us at info@thewilsonian.net

ARKANSAS, to book today!

9.06.19 Paragould

AWAY 7PM

9.27.19 Trumann*

Cotton Patch Foodball Field
WILSON MUSIC SERIES

AWAY 7PM

9.13.19 valley view AWAY 7PM

61 SOUTH FESTIVAL
Ray Wylie Hubbard
+ SPECIAL GUESTS
part of the

8.30.19 LEWISBURG

10.04.19 GOSNELL

AWAY 7PM

10.11.19 HIGHLAND

AWAY 7PM

10.18.19 Pocahontas AWAY 7PM
10.25.19 WESTSIDE

HOME 7PM

11.01.19 CAVE CITY

HOME 7PM

11.08.19 BROOKLAND

AWAY 7PM

*Rivercrest Homecoming

SHARI'S COCONUT PIE RECIPE
Pie Crust
-

1 cup flour
1/4 tsp salt
1/2 cup vegetable shortening
4 tbsp cold water

Mix flour and salt; cut in the butter with a pastry
blender or your fingers until mix is crumbly.
Add water and mix until it comes together.
Lightly flour your surface and roll out the dough to
the desired size. Place dough in pie pan and tuck
edges under and crimp as desired. Place pie crust
in freezer while you make the filling.

Coconut Pie
-

1 cup sugar
2 tbsp flour
1/2 cup butter
3 eggs
1 tsp vanilla
1 cup milk
1 cup coconut

Preheat oven to 350. Cream sugar and butter until
light and fluffy. Add flour. Then add eggs one at a time.
Mix in vanilla and milk. Stir in coconut with a spoon.
Add the mix to your pie crust. Bake until firm, about
40-50 min. Enjoy!!

HOME 7PM

-- Shari Haley is the Pastry Chef
at the Wilson Cafe
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In the Garden with Jill Forrester of Whitton Farms

Good day gardening friends!

It’s been a mild summer so far, and I’ve enjoyed it
immensely. This time of year we're busy as bees at
the farm planting all sorts of vegetables, herbs, and
flowers. At the end of this month, we’ll plant a sizable
crop of tomatoes for fall
harvest. I often hear folks
speak of not having much
luck with their tomato
plants in the early summer
months around Northeast
Arkansas. While we do
always plant a summer
crop of tomatoes, we've
found that planting our
tomatoes outside mid to
late June, and even the first
week of July, will give us a
substantial tomato harvest
come late August and into the first frost of the season.
We've experienced considerable success growing the
Arkansas Traveler, Cherokee Purple, Roma, Celebrity,
Rainbow, and the Creole tomato.
Many of these varieties can be sourced from one of
our favorite seed providers, Baker Creek Heirloom
Seeds, or rareseeds.com. Visit their website to receive
a free catalog, which is chock full of an amazing
assortment of vegetables, fruits, herbs, and flower
seed. Jerry Gettle, the owner of Baker Creek Heirloom

Seed, travels the world searching for unique seeds
that produce tasty and nutritious food for his customers to enjoy. Each seed has a story, and the fundamental attribute of the heirloom seed is you can save seed
year after year for your garden.

Many of you have probably driven past The Grange
to see a little activity going on in the garden. I’ve had
a late start planting the flower fields due to all the
rain we’ve had, but progress is being made one day at
a time. In the field, I’ve planted ageratum, scabiosa,
dahlias, zinnias, statice, gomphrena, celosia, basil,
mint, catmint, Roma tomatoes, jalapeños, and coleus.
Each plant has been transplanted by hand! In another
two to three weeks the field should be much fluffier
and full of color for all to enjoy!

I wish everyone a wonderful summer, and if you have
gardening questions feel free to reach out to me at
whittonfarms@live.com, or you can visit me in person
each Wednesday at White's Mercantile, from 12p - 5p
selling fresh veggies, fruits, and flowers!
Happy gardening!
— Jill Forrester
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A Conversation With Maggie Rose
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W ILSON ATHLETIC
V ILLAGE CONTINUED...
The current plans include a partnership with SHED
Fitness, which will offer a wide range of equipment
for the fitness novice to the trained athlete.
The basketball court is still in great shape and will
get a little love along with new backboards to make
it a great place for a game with friends. In addition
to the renovations going on inside, outdoor tennis
courts are planned, as well as updating the track
around the football field.

While the Gymnasium will be used for some Delta
School programming during designated hours, the
majority of use will be for members of what will be
called the Wilson Athletic Village, which includes
the Gym, tennis courts and track.

Prior to her Wilson Music Series performance this
past April, we caught up with one of the town’s
favorite musicians, Maggie Rose, to talk about her
career and what she loves about Wilson.
When we spoke, Rose had just finished up Cayamo,
a six-day Carribean cruise featuring the likes of
Jason Isbell and Emmylou Harris, where she played
stripped down sets with her guitarist, as well as her
husband, Austin, who lent a helping hand on drums.
Following the cruise, they met up with the rest of the
band and performed at the Island Time Music
Festival in Isla Mujeres, Mexico. She had just
arrived back in the United States when she
called The Wilsonian for
this interview.

“The rest is history,” she says. “Things definitely
did not go according to plan, but in the best
way possible.”
Through the first few years of her career, Rose went
through three record labels while gaining some
traction on country radio. Even with a few country
Billboard hits, Rose always felt there was something
in the machine that was holding her back.
“The timing of when I was coming up in the
country world was not favorable-- the trend was
skewed heavily towards men,” Rose says. “It tested
my patience of putting up with the disadvantage that
my female peers and
I had and my musical
taste started to evolve.
Country was moving
away from what I had
initially considered it
to be.”

“Everything in Wilson
is so special and family
oriented. The community
is impressive and we love
the story.”

Rose grew up in
Potomac, Maryland just
outside of Washington
DC. At a young age, she
found her love for singing
and, at the urging of a
family friend, she joined a
Bruce Springsteen tribute
band, The B Street Band.
The group played on the Jersey Shore and the experience was eye-opening for the 16-year-old Catholic
school girl. Rose developed into a songwriter and
performer during this formative time in her life. In
between covers, she would slip in a few originals of
her own to see if anyone noticed. After graduating
from high school, Rose attended Clemson University
as a vocal performance major. Just a year later, she
was offered a record deal and moved to Nashville to
pursue her dreams of becoming a star.

This identity crisis
allowed her to open up
as an artist and fully
embrace her musical
tastes. Rose has now been independent for around
five years and has found great joy being in control of
her own schedule and most importantly, her music.
She says she has shifted slightly artistically, mixing
her country twang with a little folk and soul.
“The biggest thing for me right now is how
compatible my music is with many different
settings,” Rose said. This compatibility has opened
the floodgates for Rose to tour or work with exciting
people that live outside the country genre, such as
Kelly Clarkson, Dawes, and Big Boi.

Maggie Rose adores Wilson and first heard about the city’s
transformation through her in-laws who live in southern
Missouri. During her first visit in September 2018, Rose felt
right at home in the charming, southern town.
“It was a win,” says Rose. “It was a great night. They took
good care of us and we became good friends with everyone.
We knew that night that we were going to come back.”
Rose enjoyed playing at The Grange and admired the
community building characteristics of the venue.
“The Grange is an absolutely beautiful venue. It’s a great
place to see music and friends,” says Rose.
As someone who sees her band as a part of her family,
Rose feels like that translates to Wilson and its
story perfectly.
“Everything in Wilson is so special and family oriented.
The community is impressive and we love the story.”
We look forward to having Rose return to The Grange soon.
In the meantime, check out our upcoming concerts this fall
at wilsonarkansas.com
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WILSON HISTORY CORNER
The Hampson Museum is named after Dr. James C.
Hampson. In 1932, Dr. Hampson started studying the
history of the aboriginal inhabitants who, 500 years
prior, had lived on his family’s plantation, Nodena.
During the ‘30s and ‘40s, he and his family excavated
the plantation and the surrounding areas. After his
passing, all of his findings were donated to the State of
Arkansas and in 1961 all of his artifacts were moved to
Wilson and the Hampson Museum was born. Last year
the Museum moved into its new, state-of-the-art home
on Wilson’s town square. Stop by today!

Dr. N.B. Ellis and Dr. Hampson compare two femora

WILSON’S PET OF THE MONTH
OWNER:
Eli Ezekiel

FAVO R I T E A C T IV I T Y :
• Going on bike rides, well, running
alongside the bike rides

NAME:
Emma Ezekiel

FAV O R I T E T H I N G A B O U T W I L S O N :
• All of her dog friends whom she loves to
chat with while on her daily run.

NICK NA M E :
Emma Girl
LIK ES:
• Spending time with Cat brother
• Swimming
• Jumping on the trampoline
• Gravy smothered dog food
• Howlin’
• Visiting Grandma in the nursing home
DISL I K E S :
• Balloons
• Loud Noises
• UPS man (unless he brings me toys)

Want your pet to
be featured in
our next issue?

EMMA

PE R S ONA L MO T T O :
• “Lick everything once, if not twice.”
SK ILLS:
• Multiplication tables (zeros only)
• Jumps in the tub on command (I love baths)
• Shaking hands (I’m polite)
A SPI R E S T O BE :
• A helpful dog; loves to spread
cheer at the nursing home

Send us a picture of your
buddy and tell us why they
are Wilsonian worthy!

Please send all submissions to info@thewilsonian.net

Have an event or a story you
want to tell in our pages?

WE WANT TO HEAR YOUR VOICE.

Write us at info@thewilsonian.net

SEPTEMBER 28

K I DZO N E • FOO D & B E E R • M U S I C & M O R E

the

RAY WYLIE

WILSON

MUSIC SERIES
presents

HUBBARD
WITH SPECIAL GUESTS

RED SHAHAN
JESSE HAMMOCK II
ERIN ENDERLIN

9.29.19

2—8P
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COTTON PATCH F OO T B A L L F IEL D

