NEWS+EVENTS

T O W N U P D AT E S

W IL S ON A RK A NS A S · NE W SL E T T E R · NO V E MBE R — DE CE MBE R 2 0 18

VOLUME 3

WATER PROJECT
UNDERWAY

• FREE •

NO PLACE LIKE WILSON FOR THE HOLIDAYS

by Becton Bell
As Mayor of Wilson, I am excited to
announce that the Delta Regional
Authority has awarded us $775,000 in
grant dollars that will allow for new
water lines and fire hydrants for
parts of Wilson.
As with many rural delta towns,
the water lines have been in the ground
since they were originally installed
around 1930. The City of Wilson worked
with Garver Engineering to create a
Master Water Study Plan for the city to
assess the current infrastructure and
identify where there are weaknesses.
Using the results of the Master Water
Plan, the City applied for and received
grant dollars for Phase 1, which will
allow us to replace pipe, repair the
water treatment plant building,
put in new water lines, and update
old infrastructure.

Construction is slated
to begin in 2019, but
should not disrupt
day-to-day life.
I cannot thank Federal Co-Chairman
Chris Caldwell of the Delta Regional
Authority and Governor Asa
Hutchinson enough for seeing the
growth and rebuilding that is
happening in Wilson and helping us by
investing in our infrastructure needs.

Children enjoy cookie decorating at Breakfast with Santa 2017.
Between events and shopping,
Wilson can’t be beat for making
wonderful holiday memories!
The holiday season kicks
officially kicks off on Thanksgiving, but the town of Wilson
keeps the cheer going through
Christmas with fun events for
everyone all season long.

I am excited about the future of
Wilson, as I know you all are as well.
To learn more about the Wilson Water Project,
continue to pg. 3.

WILSON

INSIDE
the
ISSUE

On November 24th, Small
Business Saturday kicks off
the holiday shopping season in
Wilson at our Shop Around the
Square event. All of the shops in
the Square, as well as regional
vendors at the Grange, will be
open to share great deals,
beautiful goods, and spread the
first bit of holiday
shopping excitement. Con’t pg. 2.

Holiday Events
Air BnB Rentals
Food Drive

In the Garden w/ Whitton Farms
Hampson Museum Now Open
Pie Recipe from Wilson Cafe

E XCLUSIVES !

WILSON CITY

EVENTS
VOLUME 3

Christmas Wreath Class, THE GRANGE, DEC 2, SOLD OUT!
Christmas Parade, Wilson Town Square, December 4

Breakfast wITH Santa, The Grange, Dec 8, SOLD OUT!
Christmas Movie & Cookie DecoratinG, THE Grange, Dec 16
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W ILSON FOR THE HOLIDAYS CONTINUED

Give your home some local holiday charm with a
wreath from Whitton Farms.

SHOP AROUND THE SQUARE

White’s Mercantile has gifts for all the men,
women, and children on your list.

Make the holidays cozy with luxurious pillows,
robes, and throws from White’s Mercantile.

November 24th — 10a - 5p
Shoppers participating in our Shop Around The Square
event will be given punch cards and then visit White's
Mercantile, Wilson Cafe, Wilson Pharmacy, Priceless
Galleries, and Hampson Museum to shop around and have
cards punched. Vendors will also be set up at the Grange,
including Whitton Farms who will have wreaths, garlands,
and poinsettias and Falcon Ridge Farms who will have
Christmas trees. Cards that have been punched at each
vendor will then be put in a raffle for a gift basket with
goodies donated from all the vendors!

Wilson Pharmacy carries some of Oprah’s favorite gifts.

The Hampson Museum gift shop carries local art
and Native American gifts.

All the sparkle and shine of the season is at
Wilson Pharmacy.

When the temperatures drop, everyone needs
a scarf, like these made by Wilsonian Sean Haley.

N OV - D E C 2 018

WILSON, ARKANSAS

PG 3

WATER PROJECT CONTINUED
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Are the citizens of Wilson paying for this
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Q & A: on Wilson
Water Project
What is the current water quality?
Wilson actually has great water quality;
it’s the older pipes that the water runs
through that causes the water to smell or have
a look to it when it reaches houses. That’s why
the funding of Phase One of this project
was a priority.

HAMPSON MUSUEM
NOW OPEN
The Hampson Archeological Museum
had its official ribbon cutting at long
last on November 15th.
The museum is open to visitors
Tuesday - Saturday from 8am to 5pm
and Sundays from 1pm to 5pm.
Admission is free.
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What is Phase One of the project?
The infrastructure of the water lines around
town has not been updated in quite some
time, so it will have to happen in phases,
due to expense. The first phase will start from
the source at the water treatment facility on
Union Street and then work its way out to the
east, in order to correct the oldest water lines
first and foremost. By starting the project
from the source and replacing the town’s
oldest pipes, the fresh water generated from
the new lines will only pass through short
extensions of old pipes before it reaches
the west side of town.

The Wilson Water Project is a grant, not a
loan, meaning citizens will not have to pay
anything for the project. The Delta Valley
Authority deemed the first phase of the
project worth funding after speaking to
representatives of the town, including the
Mayor and the Wilson City Council, in order
to improve the quality of life for the people
of Wilson.
How will the project affect the town when
it begins?
Construction is slated to begin in 2019, but
should not disrupt day-to-day life. Water
service should not be interrupted as there
will be no digging up of old water lines.
The old water lines will be linked to new fire
hydrants for fire suppression after the new
lines are installed. The only inconvenience
for Wilsonian's will be when the old pipes
shut off to turn on the new ones, which is
hoped to be more of a celebration that an
inconvenience.
What are the next phases of the Wilson
Water Project?
Phase Two will replace the water lines in the
Town Square and directly to the west of it.
Phase Three will reach the outer portions of
Wilson which don’t have many older water
lines in their infrastructure.
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DECEMBER
EVENTS
12.2.18
Christmas Wreath
Class with Whitton
Farms The Grange
The Grange - SOLD OUT

3 BR

2 BA

VISIT AIRBNB.COM
and search for WILSON

2 BR

2 BA

ARKANSAS, to book today!

12.4.18
CHRISTMAS PARADE
Wilson Town Square

12.8.18
Breakfast with santa
The Grange - SOLD OUT

SHARI'S PUMPKIN
PIE RECIPE
Pie Crust
-

1 cup flour
1/4 tsp salt
1/2 cup vegetable shortening
4 Tbsp cold water
Combine flour and salt in a bowl;
cut in shortening with a pastry
blender or a fork until mixture
is crumbly.
- Add water and mix together
until mixture holds together.
- Place ball shaped dough on a
lightly floured surface.

-

Roll out to 1/8 inch thickness.
Roll dough back onto rolling pin
and unroll it over the pie pan.
- Tuck edges under and crimp
as desired.

-

-

Add milk last and mix until the
filling comes together. Pour into a
9 inch pie crust.
Bake for 1 hour or until the filling
is firm in the middle.

Pumpkin Pie Filling
-

15 oz. can pumpkin puree
3 eggs
1/2 tsp salt
1/4 tsp nutmeg
1 1/2 tsp cinnamon
3/4 cup brown sugar
1 cup half/ half
1/4 cup heavy cream
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
In a large bowl beat your eggs.
Add Pumpkin Puree, salt, nutmeg,
cinnamon and brown sugar and
beat on medium speed for 2 min.

12.16.18
Christmas Movie &
Cookie Decorating
The Grange at
Wilson Gardens

Have an event you want to share?
-- Shari Haley is the Pastry Chef
at the Wilson Cafe

Email us at

INfo@thewilsonian.net

N OV - D E C 2 018

WILSON, ARKANSAS

PG 5

In the Garden with Jill Forrester of Whitton Farms

Fall is here, and winter is well on its way. In the
garden, it’s time to clean, organize, and prep for our
next season of growth. I’ve emptied, cleaned, and
stored all flower pots in a dry location. We’ve mowed
the yard one final time, picked up sticks, collected
leaves, filled the bird feeders, and planted several
shrubs and perennials for spring blooms. Big retailers, like Lowe’s and Home
Depot, have a wide variety of
shrubs, trees, and perennials
on clearance. I love a good
deal, especially on plants
mature in size. You still have
time to plant shrubs despite
a frost. If the ground is still
workable, you can plant. It’s
also a perfect time to plant
pansies, and decorative
brassicas.

Now that the leaves are turning colors, and falling
from the trees, I like to take time and collect foliage
from the yard to save for winter décor projects. Nuts,
dried grass, leaves, equisetum, cotton, and okra pods
make for a fun craft project with kids, and friends.
I prefer to use these materials to make wreaths but
securing dried materials to the interior panel of a
shadow box also
makes a thoughtful gift.

At the farm, we’ve been busy prepping our soil in the
high tunnels for winter crops like: arugula, beets,
cabbage, carrots, chard, collards, dill, kale, lettuce,
and spinach. We’ll also set aside numerous rows for
cut flower production. We’ll overwinter the following
flowers inside high tunnels: agrostemma,
anemones, bells of Ireland, delphinium, dianthus,
lilies, lisianthus, poppies, ranunculus, and tulips.
We’ll cut our first bloom (tulip) mid- February if all
goes as planned.

in your family.
Consider giving the
gift of seeds, or a gift
certificate to one of
the following seeds
companies: Baker
Creek Heirloom
Seeds, Johnny’s Select
Seeds, and Wildseed
Farms. We’ve used
seed stock from these

providers for over a decade, and the quality and
selection cannot be beat. Take a moment to view their
websites. They each provide a wonderful selection of
tools, books, and apparel for the market or backyard
gardener.
Be sure to eat fresh, and shop local! Wishing you and
your family a wonderful holiday season!

As we enter the
holiday season,
you might have a
plant lover or two

Jill Forrester, Whitton Farms
Farmer Florist
To follow Jill and her family’s farming
journey, you can like them on Facebook
and Instagram.
Visit White’s Mercantile each
Wednesday to shop for fresh produce
from Whitton Farms
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GIVE SOME GOOD THIS HOLIDAY SEASON
FOOD DRIVE
December 3-7 at
the Wilson Cafe
Benefitting the Food Bank of
Northeast Arkansas

ITEMS NEEDED
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Peanut Butter
Macaroni & Cheese
Canned Tuna
Rice
Canned Meats
Canned Vegetables
Canned Fruits
Soups & Stews
Personal care items: soap,
shampoo, deodorant,
and toothpaste

THE HAVEN
The Haven of Northeast Arkansas, Inc is a non-profit organization, providing emergency shelter,
supportive care and education to victims of domestic abuse and their children, so that they can
live abuse free lives.

Urgent Needs:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Computer Paper
Manila and Hanging
File Folders
Toilet Paper
Paper Towels
Spray Air Fresheners
LIQUID laundry detergent
& dishwashing liquid
Trash bags (13 & 30 gallon)
Facial Tissues

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pinesol & Murphy’s Oil Soap
Aluminum Foil
Tylenol
Cold Medicine
Plastic Totes
(laundry basket size)
Pillows
Batteries (all sizes)
Pull Ups/ Overnights
Children’s & Ladies
Underwear & Socks
Bras (ladies and girls)

•
•
•

Light Bulbs
Bathroom rugs
Shower Curtains

WE WANT TO
HEAR YOUR VOICE.

Additional Needs:
•
•
•

Twin Beds w/ mattress
& box springs
Household Goods,
Furniture and Appliances
Shelves

Cash Donations:
It takes $200,000 to run The Haven annually. They need $60,000 in monetary donations each
year to keep The Haven operational. Volunteers are always welcome and needed.

Have an event or a
story you want to tell
in our pages?
Write us at

INfo@thewilsonian.net
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THIS MONTH IN
WILSON HISTORY
December 5, 1943:
Seniors at Wilson High School visited the Delta
Products Company in order to learn more about the
manufacturing of cottonseed by-products, part of a
new cotton-centric curriculum for students in
Eastern Arkansas.
“The purpose of the program is to focus the attention
of youth and the entire country on America’s No. 1 war
crop and the South’s greatest industry,” said Francis G.
Hickman, publisher of the Cotton Trade Journal.
“It is postwar planning, designed to create an
understanding of the basic values of cotton to this area
and to challenge young people to research for
the greater development of cotton."

WILSON’S PETS OF THE MONTH
JOI NT NICK NA M E S :
Tinky Boys (to be sung in the tune
of Janet Jackson's Nasty Boys)
NAME:
Milo (yellow)
LIK ES:
• Sloppy wet kisses
• Retrieving (especially from
muddy rice fields)
• Snacks
• Wrestling with my brother
DISL I K E S :
• Long rides (I get carsick)
• When my brudder gets more
attention than me
FAVO R I T E A C T IV I T Y :
• Pretending to be an Alaskan sled dog
as I pull my owners around town for walks
FAVO R I T E T H I N G A B O U T W I L S O N :
• It's where my family is, I'm a happy boy
as long as I'm with them and my brudder
A SPI R E S T O BE :
• In a rice field picture with Uncle Mayor
the next time one of those fancy magazines
comes around to take his picture
SK ILLS:
• Successfully swallowing all the things
(especially the things my mom says not to)
• Keeping my barf inside the kennel on long rides

MILO & REESE

NAME:
Reese (black)
LIK ES:
• To gnaw on people I love
• Stealing toys from my bruver
after he's done the work
of retrieving
• Going to the farm
with my dad
• Being mom's alarm clock
(I'm afraid she'll forget to feed me)
DISL I K E S :
• Not being fed on schedule
• Being locked out of the house
• Sharing attention with my bruver
FAVO R I T E A C T IV I T Y :
• Outsmarting my bruver-all day, every day
PE R S ONA L MO T T O :
• Work smarter, not harder
A SPI R E S T O BE :
• The family lap dog while my bruver does
the manual labor (hunting)
SK ILLS:
• Being the pretty boy
• Winding up on top of the sleeping pile
• Making people feel guilty with my big brown puppy
dog eyes *bats lashes*

Want your pet to
be featured in
our next issue?

Send us a picture of your
buddy and tell us why they
are Wilsonian worthy!
Please send all submissions to info@thewilsonian.net

