NEWS+EVENTS

T O W N U P D AT E S

W IL S ON A RK A NS A S · NE W SL E T T E R · SE P T E MBE R — OC T OBE R 2 0 18

VOLUME 2

WILSON FALL FEST—
Fun for a cause

• FREE •

FALL FESTIVAL SEASON ARRIVES!

September 29, 2018
There’s no shortage of ways to have Fall
fun in Wilson, but the Wilson Progress
Committee wants to give even more
people a reason to enjoy the season.
“We love what’s going on in Wilson and
we want other people to experience it
as well,” says Nickie Bell, member of
the Wilson Progress Committee.
“The Fall Festival is a way to bring
regional outsiders in to see what
awesomeness is going on here.”
The Wilson Town Square is the setting
for all the “awesomeness” attendees can
enjoy and the day will be jam packed
with local flavor, crafts, entertainment,
and activities for those who come from
near or far— and some proceeds go to a
great Wilson cause. Continues on pg 5.

DELTA HARVEST FESTIVAL — A TRADITION 100 YEARS IN THE MAKING
October 13, 2018
"We need you, you need us."
The Wilson Cooperative Club has lived
by that creed since 1914 and, as of their
100th anniversary in 2014, the Club has
kept that tradition going by celebrating
the local community through their
Delta Harvest Festival every October.
“Our focus is to bring our region
together for a fun-filled day. We like
to promote local crafters and small
businesses to showcase our homegrown talents,” says Tracie Price,
president of the Wilson Cooperative

Club. “It’s events like these that
demonstrate our mission to develop
civic pride and community life.”
The Harvest Festival is known for its
Gumbo Cook-off and members
welcome new chefs and old to try their
hand at having the best gumbo in the
land. Competitors can also enter their
best Dessert, Dirty Rice, or Burger to
be judged by competition judges, as
well as the public. Awards will be given
for both Judge’s Choice and People’s
Choice in all categories.
Surprisingly, winning Best Burger at
the Harvest Festival may bring the top
honors, as far as the Cooperative Club
is concerned, though.

“The best burger will actually win our
Heritage Award,” explains Price.
“Not many people know that burgers
helped pay for our meeting space over
100 years ago. This is our way of
honoring that history and passing it
along to new generations.” Beyond
the cook-off, the Harvest Festival will
feature an assortment of local vendors
offering home decor, locally sourced
wood crafts, baked goods, jams and
jellies, soaps, as well as local food
vendors. While the adults shop and eat,
kids can be entertained in the
Pumpkin Patch with three-legged and
wheelbarrow races, magic shows, face
Continues on pg 4.
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Chef Roberto’s Kitchen at The Grange, SEPTEMBER 19+20
Wilson Fall Festival, IN THE TOWN SQUARE, SEPTEMBER 29

Delta Harvest Festival, THE SHOWBARN, OCTOBER 13
Johnny Cash Weekend, OCTOBER 18-20
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COLTS FOOTBALL MOVES TO NEW HOME

On August 21st, the Rivercrest Colts made Wilson football history when they took the field at the
new Rivercrest Stadium, marking the first time Colt football has ever been played outside of
The Cotton Patch. The new field was dedicated to the memory of Cortez Kennedy, an NFL Hall
of Famer and beloved Wilson native.

The color guard takes the field before the official
ribbon cutting. “I just know he’s looking down on all
this and smiling,” said Kennedy’s daughter, Courtney.

Kennedy’s stepfather, Joe Harris, stands on the newly christened field alongside Sally Bennett,
Superintendent of Rivercrest Schools, as well as Kennedy’s daughter Courtney and mother Ruby.
“We are honored and I know that Cortez would be honored because he loved this place,”
said Harris. “I think this was done at the right time, for the right person.”
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COLTS FOOTBALL CONTINUED...

PG 3

COLTS FOOTBALL
SCHEDULE 2018
High School
8.3.18 Paragould

AWAY 7PM

9.7.18 Valley View HOME 7PM
9.14.18 Osceola

AWAY 7PM

9.28.18 Gosnell

HOME 7PM

10.5.18 Highland*

HOME 7PM

10.12.18 Pocahontas HOME 7PM
10.19.18 Westside

AWAY 7PM

10.26.18 Cave City

AWAY 7PM

11.2.18 BROOKLAND

HOME 7PM

*Homecoming

It was a joyous and special night in this
football town, as the ribbon was
officially cut on Rivercrest Colt
Stadium & Cortez Kennedy Field.
The field was named in honor of
NFL star Cortez Kennedy, who grew
up in Wilson and played for Rivercrest
before going on to a successful ten-year
career with the Seattle Seahawks.
Generally regarded as one of the best
defensive tackles in NFL history,
Kennedy never forgot his Wilson roots.
Over the course of his NFL career,
he brought numerous NFL players—
including fellow Hall of Famers—
to Wilson to teach football clinics for
children all over the region, including
other states. The field dedication is his
second named honor in the region,
the first being Cortez Kennedy
Avenue, which is the stretch of Highway
61 that runs through Wilson. Despite
his untimely passing in 2017, his spirit
and legacy will continue to live on in
the region, a fact that was evident in
the packed stands, with dozens of fans
wearing #79 Colt jerseys in Kennedy’s
honor and current Colts donning his
Seattle Seahawks #96 on their helmets.

Colts Footbal photos provided by Charlotte Higgins

Junior High School
8.30.18 Valley View HOME 7PM
9.6.18 Osceola

HOME 7PM

9.13.18 BROOKLAND

AWAY 7PM

9.20.18 Trumann

HOME 7PM

9.27.18 Gosnell

AWAY 7PM

10.4.18 Highland*

AWAY 6PM

10.11.18 Pocahontas AWAY 7PM
10.18.18 Westside

HOME 7PM

10.25.18 CAVE CITY*

HOME 6PM

*No 7th grade game

The Rivercrest Colts’ inaugural game
at their new stadium was a jamboree
against East Poinsett County.
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NEW LIFE FALLS INTO THE GRANGE

DELTA HARV EST
FESTIVAL
CONTINUED...
and pumpkin painting, balloon
twisting— even a pie eating contest
and a petting zoo.
“It doesn’t take anything electric to
have a good time,” says Price.
“We like to bring the traditional back
and bring folks out into the country
and into nature.”
The one electric thing they’ll have
for sure at the Harvest Festival?
“We’ll definitely have the Arkansas/
Ole Miss game up on the big screen,”
laughs Price. “That’s not negotiable.”

Just in time for fall festivities,
The Grange at Wilson Gardens has
officially reopened with a new
manager with a renewed mission,
working together towards the
future of the Wilson mainstay.
“By shifting our focus towards public
and private celebrations, we have more
time to devote to the event itself,” says
Carly Marburger, Events Coordinator
of The Grange. “We can work one-onone with the host or the community to
create a truly unique event that’s
positive for everyone involved.”
Over the summer recalibration,
The Grange has retained its signature
“rustic elegance” both inside and out,
and enhanced key amenities that have
attracted weddings and other special
events since 2014. Marburger plans
to encourage even more weddings in
Wilson with a bridal seminar in
February 2019.

“Not only is it open and airy, with tons
of natural light, but we also have a
commercial kitchen with state of the
art equipment. Plus, we have a huge
beautiful outdoor setting that you can
only find in Wilson,” says Marburger.
“Our spaces are scalable enough to
accommodate just about any size
event, with each space being a perfect
blank canvas for the host’s vision.”

“...Events like these
at The Grange
embody the spirit
of Wilson.”
The Grange will continue the community programming it has traditionally
hosted, such as The Wilson Music
Series, movie screenings, the wildly
popular “Breakfast With Santa,” which

will be coming back for its fourth year
on December 8th, as well as a cooking
series with local chef Roberto Barth,
beginning in September.
Marburger says, however, she is
looking to infuse even more new life
into this community space.
“We want to bring more people into
The Grange at every stop. In fact,
coming up in September at the Fall
Festival, we will have a pop-up beer
garden, complete with bratwurst and
games for the whole family,” says
Marburger. “We are also working on
new seasonal activities for families in
and around our town. Events like
these at The Grange embody the
spirit of Wilson.”
To learn more about The Grange,
visit wilsongrange.com or
facebook.com/WilsonGardensAR.

DELTA HARVEST FESTIVAL
Wilson Historical Bicentennial Park
(or “The Showbarn”)

10.13.18
For more information about the
cook-off, call 870-623-8662
or visit facebook.com/TheWilsonCooperativeClub
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W ILSON FALL
FESTIVAL
CONTINUED...

SEPTEMBER
EVENTS

“We are bringing back the Chili
Cook-Off and the KidZone in order to
fundraise for the new town
playground,” says Bell. “We want our
kids to have a great place to play and
this helps make it a town effort.”
Anyone can take part in the
playground benefit by entering the
Chili Cook-Off for $20 or paying $5
to sample the competition chili at the
festival. Parents or guardians can also
contribute by paying their children’s
entrance into the expanded KidZone,
which will feature inflatable “bouncy
houses” for big and little kids, plus
sumo suits and big foam blocks for all
ages, provided by the Delta School.

“We want our kids to
have a great place to
play and this helps
make it a town effort.”
But beyond the festival’s fundraising
mission, the Progress Committee
plans on taking things up
another level.
“We will be offering tethered hot-air
balloon rides for a small price,” smiles
Bell. “We’re really excited about it.”
The Fall Festival will also elevate the
festivities by bringing new musical
acts to town— the Arkansas band
Tragikly White and Thumpdaddy
out of Memphis.
“This will be a different genre of music
than we’ve had in the past,” says Bell.
“A little more contemporary than the
country we’ve usually had in the past.
It’ll be a nice change up.”

WILSON FALL FESTIVAL
Wilson Town Square

9. 2 9.18
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9.19-20
AVA I L A B L E S TA R T I N G O C T 1 S T !
3 BR

2 BA

2 BR

2 BA

1 BR

1 BA

— Visit AIRBNB.COM —
and search for WILSON AR, to book!

CHEF ROBERTO’S
KITCHEN
The Grange

9.29.18
WILSON FALL
FESTIVAL
Wilson Town
Square

Have an event
you want to share?
Email us at

INfo@thewilsonian.net
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OCTOBER EVENTS

10.13.18
Delta Harvest FestIVAL
Wilson Showbarn

10.18.18
Johnny Cash FAN NIGHT
Hwy 61 Cookout + Walk The Line screening

White’s Mercantile + The Grange

10.19.18
An Evening of Story & Song
with the Cash Family
AT The Grange
Wilson Music Series

10.20.18
Johnny Cash Heritage Festival
Dyess, AR

10.28.18
Kids Halloween Movie Night
T I C K E T S A R E AVA I L A B L E T H R O U G H T I C K E T M A S T E R

The Grange
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THIS MONTH IN
WILSON HISTORY
September 1968:

The monthly Wilson High School
newsletter, The Bulldog, wasn’t
very discreet when passing around
school gossip— they put it all right
there on the page. And, although
this column was written 50 years
ago, there are probably a good
number of Wilsonians who
could pick out their initials in
there today!

WILSON’S PET OF THE MONTH
NICK NA M E :

HARPER Haley
FAVO R I T E W I L S O N
A C T IV I T I E S :

Fatty or Harpsa
•
LIK ES:
• Playing with her cousins
• Long walks barefoot on the beach
• Riding in the car and sticking her
head out the window
• Being off leash
• Laying around
• Sleeping

•
•
•
•

Loves to walk on the new
sidewalk behind the museum
Visiting White’s
Visiting the Welcome Center to get
good chicken treats from Stacy
Going to the Delta School to play
on the playground
Visiting the cows across the street
from the Cafe

A SPI R E S T O BE :
DISL I K E S :
An only child again
•
•
•
•
•
•

Waking up
Her little sister
Not getting all the attention
Loud noises
Men with hats
Plastic bags, even just the sound
of them

Want your pet to
be featured in
our next issue?

SK ILLS:
•
•
•
•

Good listener
Can howl on demand
Trained to stay, sit, and shake
Can jump the logs on the Shelby
Farms obstacle course in Memphis

Send us a picture of your buddy
and tell us why they are
Wilsonian worthy!

Please send all
submissions to
info@thewilsonian.net

